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La Dolce (eco) Vita
We were impressed with the hybrid-powered Greenline 
33 when we tested it in May 2010 but what is it like to 
own one? John Bossi sells us his Australian dream

What type of boat were 
you looking for? 
While my last boat, a Bertram 28, 
was a petrol powered, I have always 
enjoyed sailing and both my sons 
sail at our local club. When we 
decided to sell the Bertram I was 
considering a sailing catamaran for 
the space and also the economy, as 
running costs on my Bertram were 
quite high. The budget wasn’t the 
main factor it was more about 
finding something that would suit 
my family’s needs. We use our boat 
every week, cruising to different 
locations in Sydney Harbour, having 
lunch and enjoying the weather. We 
also like to spend occasional nights 

aboard and enjoy going up the 
coast to Pittwater and beyond. 

What boats did you 
consider?
Other than the Greenline I looked  
at production catamarans like 
Fontaine Pajot, Lagoon and the 
many local builders.

Why did you choose the 
one you did?
When my wife Joanne saw the 
Greenline 33 at the Sanctuary Cove 
Boat Show for the first time she loved 
it. The location of the galley at the 
back of the saloon makes it great for 
entertaining. My wife and I were 
amazed at how much space it has for 
a 33ft boat and I was sold on its retro 
yet modern looks, superb styling and 
the hybrid technology. I was also 
impressed with its value-for-money 
purchase price.

What was the deal?
The dealer, Eyachts, agreed 
to take my Bertram 28 in as 

owner’s report

Greenline 33 Hybrid

This series
Owner’s Report follows the fortunes 
of boatowners not just through the 
initial purchasing process, but as  
they use their craft through the 
ensuing seasons. 

If you’ve owned your boat for more 
than a full season, and you’d like to 
share your experiences, email  
mark_turley@ipcmedia.com

This month
The boat
n Greenline 33 Hybrid, Allegra
n Bought September 2012

The owners
John and Joanne Bossi >>
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Did you get good 
service?
From start to finish this has to have 
been one of the smoothest sales 
transactions I have ever made. 
Nothing was a problem for the 
Eyachts team. They are always on 
hand if I have a question, they 

even bought 
us a Nespresso 
Coffee machine 

us as a gift at 
hand over, which 

has been put to 
good use while 

cruising the harbour.

Where do you keep 
the boat?
I have a waterways mooring about 
15 minutes west of Sydney Harbour 
Bridge. Being a government 
mooring the cost is minimal 
(Under $1000 per year). 

What do you use the 
boat for?
On my days off work my wife and I 
cruise to different locations around 
Sydney Harbour for lunch and a 
swim, and the drop-down transom 
comes into its own here. We’ve also 
spent a few nights docked off 
Cockle Bay. We also had our 
Christmas party on board. I invited 
the staff from my dental practice to 
a restaurant for what they thought 
was lunch and I showed up in the 
Greenline. They were ecstatic. With 
10 guests on board we had a blast 
cruising Sydney Harbour on a 
beautiful summer’s day. 

We’ve only had Allegra for six 

part of the deal, which made life 
very easy. Eyachts also had a 
Greenline 33 Hybrid in stock, so, 
after agreeing to allow them access 
to the boat until the next one 
arrived, we closed the deal. The 
specification included a 150hp VW 
engine with full hybrid functionality 
and solar pack, Raymarine E7 

plotter, TV, teak decks, sun 
cushions, VHF, CD player, an extra 
opening window, convertible 
saloon table, anchor wash and the 
GreenPad. It also has five-year hull 
warranty against osmosis, and a 
two-year dealers warranty. We 
shook hands on a total cost of 
$300,000 (£205,000).

“I have a waterways 
mooring 15 minutes west of 
Sydney Harbour Bridge”

The diesel engine is rarely usedThe 33 is a one-cabin boat with twin vee berths forward

The open-plan saloon 
and aft galley layout 

was an immediate hit

Did you get good 

us as a gift at 
hand over, which 

has been put to 
good use while 

cruising the harbour.
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OWNER’S REPORT

GREENLINE 33 HYBRID

months but we intend to use 
her all year round and look forward 
to doing more coastal cruising 
in the future.

Has the boat lived up to 
your expectations?
Absolutely, we have three children 
and lots of family and friends and 
Allegra is a true entertainer’s boat. 
I’m Italian and my wife loves to cook 
big meals – so the Greenline fits our 
lifestyle perfectly.

We’ve been pleasantly surprised 
by the amount of admirers you get 
when behind the wheel of the 
Greenline. It’s not an important 
factor in the great scheme of things 
but it does give us a little buzz. That 
said, it’s common for other boaters 
to pass extra close for a look, which 
was a little disconcerting at first, but 
we’re used to it now. 

Using the boat inside the harbour, 
we tend to run at hybrid speeds, 
using the boat’s electric motor and 
utilising the solar panels to top up 
the boat’s batteries when at rest. 
Basically we just use the VW engine 
as a generator. 

When we have pushed out to sea 
the boat has handled well. We had it 
in a 2m to 3m swell and it exceeded 
my expectations and ploughed 

through the waves easily. The 
steering is relaxed and doesn’t roll 
as much as some of our past boats, 
and there is none of the slamming 

you get with a planning hull.
We are also happy with how well 

ventilated the boat is on those 
30°C+ days. With the extra opening 

window she remains comfortable 
even in the most oppressive heat. 
So far we haven’t encountered 
anything we’re disappointed with. 

John and Joanne head to the boat after work, and cruise around the quieter corners of Sydney Harbour 
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Scan the QR 
code right 

to watch the 
video

bit.ly/11LiyDO
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The drop-down transom is put to good use for sundowners and swimming 

MBM’s 
Owner’s  
Squadron

Allegra
Value
Purchase price: AUS$300,000 inc 
VAT (£205,000)

Annual costs
Berthing: AUS$1000
Insurance: AUS$2600
Servicing: AUS$600
Antifoul: AUS$1500

Fuel
the fuel gauge has barely moved off 
full even though we have cruised her 
down from Pittwater and out on the 
Harbour many times. We have been 
told that other Greenline 33 owners in 
Sydney fill up the 430l (95gal) tank 
about once per year, so that would 
equate to 430lt (96gal) and around 
AUS$730 (£500).
Annual cost: AUS$730 (£500)

For a couple 
buying their first 
sportsboat, 
speed, stability 
and shelter were 
the priorities.

July 2004 

From Thames 
sailing to a Bruge 
cruise, this 44ft 
flybridge has the 
pedigree and 
power to satisfy 
the most 
demanding owner.

October 2007

bit.ly/PMblRU

Has anything gone 
wrong?

No, nothing at all. The hybrid system 
works and is easy to operate. 

Is there anything you 
would change?
Not at this stage. We were lucky that 
the dealer specified a very full 
package for the boat, so they could 
show people the full range of 
options. We probably wouldn’t of 

opted for some of the things we 
have but I’m very glad we have 
them now.

Is the boat showing 
its age?
She’s not even six months old so she 
still looks and smells like a new boat. 
I try to take her to the dock and hose 
her down with fresh water when I 
can, it’s especially important to keep 
the solar panels clean to 
maximise efficiency. 

John is clearly very happy with his boat, and the lower running costs

Sea Ray 255 Weekender

Rodman 41

Sealine F42/5

Broom 42CL

This speedy, 
spacious 
London-berthed 
Sealine takes the 
bustle of the tidal 
Thames in her 
stride.

February 2006 

The Dersleys are 
very impressed 
with their 
spacious 42ft 
Broom, as is 
their cruising 
companion Poppy 
the cat.

January 2008 

Hundreds of reports are available 
to download from our archive
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk
and click on “Find MBM articles”
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